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SPAIN: THE V 


Demonstrations to 
Demand Peace 


HE terrible civil) war in Spain is one more warning to us that we are 


living on the edge of a powder magazine which at any moment may 
Send us all back to barbarism,’’ said Mr. George Lansbury at a demonstration 


at Penistone on Saturday. 


The demonstration was one of many 


indications that continue to be 


Riven that British public opinion, as distinct from official opinion (the atti- 


tudes of the governments are summarized 


K 


on page 5 of this issue), is 


etermined that some active measures should be taken to bring to an end 


the war in Spain. 


Danger of World Class War 


bor ” 


The other day,’ Mr. Lansbury | 
Went on, ‘1 suggested that a cam- 
Paign should be started to urge our 

Jovernment to take the lead, in co- 
eration with other governments, in 
falling for a truce in Spain. 1 

‘““My whole appeal was against : 
war, and for an effort on behalf of 

peace. it is the duty of all Christ- 

ian» nations to cooperate in a great, 
endeavour, by peaceful persuasion, to 
bring to an end the frightful happen- | 
ings in Spain. 

In the course of the letter to ‘ The 
Times" which contained the suggestion 
"eferred to by Mr. Lansbury, he point- 
fd out that the situation in Spain was 
*trengthening the call from many 
Quarters for an international class war 
8Rainst what is described at the ‘‘ un- 
Ned front of international finance and 
Ascism "’. 

'‘ Those who condemn = human: 
Slaughter must do so at all times,’’ 
he continued. ‘‘ Governments can- 
not teach their youth how to disem- 
bowel others or how to use bombs 
and poison gas for the interests of | 
the nation without others teaching 
the same damnable doctrine in con: | 
Nexion with class warfare '’. 

,A resolution passed by the London 
County Hall League of Nations Union 

Tikes a note that is rare among the 
many expressions of British public op- 
‘tion on the Spanish war. 


‘* ACT OF AGGRESSION ” 


Protesting against the British gov- 
‘Tament’s attitude toward the Spanish 

°vernment, they 

“declare that the help which the 

Governments of Germany and Italy 

are sending to the imsurgents con- 

Stitutes an act of aggression against 

a State-member of the League of 

Nations, and 

‘““we therefore urge that his 

Majesty’s Government should forth- 

With take the initiative in proposing 

4’ meeting of the Council of the Lea- 

fue of Nations in order to deal with 

the matter, and give every possible 

Assistance to the legally and demo- 

Cratically elected Government of 

Spain.’ 

The development in this country of 
«, ovement that would ‘‘ end our s0- 
wed neutrality ’? was advocated by 

". Harry Pollitt at a demonstration | 


attended by more than 2,000 people in 
Miles Platting, Manchester, on Sunday. 


‘SANCTIONS ” AGAINST SPAIN 


He described the policy of the British 
and French Governments in regard to 
Spain’s Government as ‘ one of econ- 
omic sanctions more drastically applied 
than against the illegal aggression of 
Mussolini in Abyssinia ’’. 

A resolution was passed at the meet- 
ing 


calling upon the Government to give | 


all necessary aid to the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, and urging the National 
Council of Labour to organize a mass 
campaign and to send a deputation 
to the Prime Minister, 

“In view of the violent distortion 


‘of the facts by a certain portion of 
ithe British press, 


” 


the Bristol Coim- 
mittee for the Defence of Spanish 
Democracy is making it one of its main 
jobs to canvass from house to house 
with a leaflet in support of the Span- 
ish Rehef Fund. 

This organization (of which the act- 
ing secretary is Miss Angela M. Pilley, 
of 26 The Mall, Clifton, Bristol 8) has 
already received from all sorts of vol- 
unteers for the canvass a response 
which (the secretary writes) ‘ indi- 
cates that ordinary citizens welcome a 
lead to help the Spanish people to re- 
pulse fascism . [t may be that think- 
ing people in other cities would be 
interested in forming similar commit- 
tees in their districts.” 


GERMAN WORKERS’ HELP 


According to the Independent Labour 
Party, a remarkable demonstration of 
support for the Spanish workers was 
given recently by members of an illegal 
trade union in Germany. 

In two Berlin factories—one be- 
longing to an armament firm—the 
sum of thirty marks was collected in 
two days, the destination of the fund 
being openly stated. 


The money was sent to the Paris 
headquarters of the German commun- 
ist opposition, and thence to the Brit- 
ish LLP. 

Among individual efforts, the demand 
for the recall of Parliament was sup- 
ported by Sir Stafford Cripps, M.P., 
in a letter to the ‘‘ Manchester Guard- 
ian ’? Of August 25 in which he wrote: 


(continued at foot of col. 3) 


OICE OF PUI 


| number of young people from Germany 


| of Kent. 


sLIC OPINION 


| PaciFISM UNDER A 
DICTATORSHIP 


Dascurr the fact that 


conscription has been introduced 


in fascist Austria the  semi- 
dictatorship allowed sufficient ex- 
pression of opinion to enable the 
proposed conscripts to lodge ap- 
peals against being drafted if they 
so desired—with the result that 
more than a third of Vienna’s 
youth alone has just recorded its 
opposition to conscription! 

Our Special Correspondent’s 
message from Vienna has just 
arrived—too late for publication 
this week. Look out for the full 
story in next week’s 

PEACE NEWS. 


While Powers Build 
Battleships 


THE PEOPLE| 
BUILD 
FRIENDSHIPS | 


Friendships have been built between 


French and Germans and_ English 
people during a fortnight’s visit by a 


and France to this country, where they 
have been staying in the homes of 
people in the West Wickham district 


An almost casual remark in the 
course of a sermon by the Rev. H. K. 
P. Smith, curate-in-charge of St. 
Mary’s Church, West Wickham, so 
long ago as January of this year re- 
sulted in the experiment of arranging 
for the visit as an effort at promoting 
friendly relations among the ordinary 
people of the three countries. 

Concluded only Jast week-end, the 
venture has been a real success. For 
this, credit is mainly due to ‘“ Smith I 
and Smith II ’’, as the visitors came 
to know familiarly the minister and 
Mr. Geoffrey Smith, who carried out 
the duties of secretary, 

Garden parties, concerts, rambles, 
conducted tours of London’s famous 
places, and other entertainments were 
organized in order to give the visitors 
a better knowledge of English life and 
an understanding of each other. 

An indication of the spirit of peace 
among the German, French, and Brit- 
ish people who have been brought to- 
gether in this way was the moving and 
memorable nature of the farewell 
party. 


(continued from col. 2) 


‘““The British Government, true to 
its policy of vacillation, is being assist- | 
ed in the evasion of its responsibilities 
by the fact that Parliament is not in 
session. No public statement can be 
drawn from the Cabinet and awkward 
questions can remain unanswered, or 
can be answered confidentially in the 


privacy of the Foreign Office.’ 


All Set for 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESSES 


GENEVA anpb BRUSSELS 


Final Messages to the 
Participants 


Two 


The main tragedy we have to face is 
that millions can be very easily per- 
suaded to want the things which 
made war inevitable.—Sir Norman 
Angell, 


| We see clearly now that elderly states- 


men do not know how to prevent war, 
probably because unconsciously they 
believe that international conflict is 
always inevitable.—Mr. J. B. Priest- 
ley. 


| May your gathering lead to a future of 


peace and international health and 

help.—Mr. John Masefield. 

These striking messages from three 
prominent British writers come on the 
eve of the opening at Geneva . Won- 
day of the Wo:!d Youth Congress, 
which will last for a week. 


The Brussels Congress 


A similar send-off has been given to 
the other great international confer- 
ence which will assemble next week— 
the World Peace Congress, which will 
open at Brussels on Thursday and con- 
clude tomorrow week. Following are ex- 
tracts from two of the more important 
messages to those taking part in the 
gathering :— 

To prevent war it is necessary to 
wage peace. And peace has no hope 
of victory unless it can be waged by 
the cooperation of the people and 
organizations who want peace in all 
nations. 

To effect such world-wide cooper- 
ation is a task of life-and-death im- 
portaince for our time.—\Mr. John 
Nevin Sayre, leader of the American 
delegation. 

The delegates of forty nations will 
try and find together the best way 
to make impossible the sinister work 
of those who wish, for their own 
profit, to throw humanity into a new 
cataclysm. 

If the will for peace does not make 
itself felt, if it remains passive and 
silent, if it does not become organ- 
ized, it wil) remain sterile.—Lord 
Robert Cecil and M. Pierre Cot, Pre- 
sidents of the Executive Committee 
of the Rassemblement Universel pour 


Ja Paix. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Pane Pledge Union 


ORGANIZING THE 
TEAMS 


Work in and Around 
London 

NEED. OF SPEAKERS 

From Our Own Correspondents 


GROUP of members of the Peace 
Pledge Union is responsible for an 


open-air meetings in Finsbury Square, | 


London, every Tuesday from 1 to 2 
p.m. 
So successful are the meetings that 


it is desired to hold two or three a’ 


week instead of only one. 
this possible 
the group needs Peace Pledge mem- 


But to make 


bers who will go along and speak if | 
they can, or, if not, to take advan-. 


tage of the excellent opportunities of 
selling PEACE NEWS or distribut- 
ing other literature. 


In the New Southgate district teams 
are being mobilized and coordinated 
by H. A. Southwell, who has taken 
over the secretaryship for this area 
from H. S. Moore. Meetings of the 
local teams—New Southgate, Wood 
Green, North Finchley, and Whetstone 
—in members’ houses are being en- 
couraged where they are not already 
being held regularly. 

In addition, much valuable work 
is being done by personal visitation 
of’ all signatories by team members 
with more time and energy. 

As part of the important work of 
maintaining a link between the separ- 
ate local teams, and also developing 
contact between the individual mem- 
bers and the district leaders (and 
ultimately, through the latter and 
Tegional leaders, between individual 
signatories and headquarters), district 
team leaders’ meetings are held from 
time to time—again, in a member’s 
house. 

Another important piece of organiz- 
ational work is to see that every mem- 
ber has something to do—something 
for which he or she is specially suit- 
able. <As part of this, 

every team leader in the New 
Southgate district has been asked to 
appoint someone with the time and 
interest to act as local representative 
of PEACE NEWS—for sales and 
newsgathering. 

In particular, members of the New 
Southgate team 

went on a “ramble with a pur- 
pose ”? on Sunday; 

on the same evening went to hear 
one of their number, the Rev. Basil 
Viney, preach on ‘‘ The Christian 
Pacifist and Spain’ in the Unitar- 
jan Church, Wood Green; and 

yesterday supported the Stoke 

Newington team’s meeting at which 

Canon S. PD. Morris spoke. 

The question of organization will 
also be discussed by the Hampstead 
team when meetings are resumed on 


September 11 (8 p.m. sharp) at 
Friends’ Meeting House, 120 Heath 
Street, Hampstead. 

““War from the Christian stand- 


point ’’ will be the subject of addresses 
by Dr. Alfred Salter, M.P., the Rev. 
G. Paul Gliddon, and the Rev. H. W. 
Beck (as chairman) at a public meet- 
ing to be held on September 16 in 
Northwick Park Hall, Kenton, under 
the, auspices of the local Fellowship of 
Reconciliation and Council of Christian 
Pacifist Groups. Tickets, at a shilling 
each, are obtainable from Eldon A. 
Hadley, 4 Kymberley Road, Harrow, 
or, by post, from the secretary of the 
St. John’s, Harrow (of which Mr. 
Beck is the vicar), group of the F.o.R., 
51 Wellesley Road, Harrow. 


International Peace Campaign 


“DICK” SHEPPARD & 
ALDOUS HUXLEY 


Among Delegates to 
Brussels 


j HE Peace Pledge Union will be re- 
} presented at the World Peace 


| Congress at: Brussels next week-end by | 


| Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard and Mr. Aldous 
| Huxley. 

This does not in any way commit the 
Union to agreement with such use of 
| force on behalf of the League of 
Nations as may be implied in the four 


points of the International Peace Cam- | 


paign. 
Apart from this reservation, 
Peace Pledge Union, in common with 
other pacifist organizations 


| paign’s purpose of mobilizing public 
opinion in every country for peace 
through the League, and will cooperate 
at the Brussels congress in the prepar- 
ation of detailed practical plans for 
world-wide education and propaganda 
for peace. 

The National Peace Council is con- 


| the Congress prior to their departure 
on Thursday morning, September 3. 
|The ‘‘ send-off ’’ conference is to be 
held at the Central Y.M.C.A., Great 
Russell Street, London, W.C.1 on 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 p.m. 

The British delegation, numbering 


and boat on Thursday morning. 
The organizations which have cooper- 


gates fully represent the powerful pub- 
lic opinion in this country which de- 
sires peace through a_ strengthened 
League of Nations. The delegates will 
include the Rev. Henry Carter (of the 
Methodist Temperance and Social Wel- 
fare Department) and Mr. George 
Lansbury. 

The congress will be the starting 
point of a world campaign to coordinate 
the peace efforts of the nations of the 
world and the organizations within 
their borders. The International Coun- 
cil of the International Peace Campaign 
will decide without delay upon the best 
means of developing these plans, and 
the executive will set up permanent 
machinery, both international and nat- 
ional, to give them practical effect. 


PosITIVE ALTERNATIVES 
To War 


\ 


The “ Either—or” Choice 


“Those discerning minds in the 
English-speaking world in whose back- 
ground are so many common cultural 
values must accept the moral imper- 
ative 

not only to outlaw war, but to out- 

live it; 

not only to renounce ill will, but to 

declare good will; 

not only to fulminate against nation- 

al bigotries, but to fulfil international 

comities.”’ 

So said the Rev. J. Randolph Sas- 
nett, of the Wesley Foundation, 
Seattle, Washington, when he spoke in 
Ancient Chapel, Toxteth, Liverpool. He 
added: 

“ Scientific inventions, travel facilit- 
ies, have brought about a ‘ neighbour- 
hood’ condition in the world, and the 
implication of that is inescapable. 

‘« ither we must learn to live in 
amity, good will, and peace—we must 
damp the war spirit and teach those 
like Mussolini and Hitler that this is 
not a world of the tyrant any more— 
either we must live as brothers or live 
in an international madhouse.’’ 


the | 


in this} 
country, is in sympathy with the Cam- | 


vening a conference of its delegates to | 


some 500, will travel by special train | 


ated in the appointment of these dele- | 


| $6 
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Local Peace Councils 


UNITED CAMPAIGN 
IN SHOREDITCH 


Wood Green Prepares Big 


Demonstration 


COMBINED service for peace at 

Jeffrye Museum on the evening 
of September 13 will open another 
| special week of activity by Shoreditch 
Peace Council. 

The main feature of this is intended 
to be the showing of an anti-war ex- 
hibition combined with lectures each 
day. The effort will be brought to : 
conclusion on September 21 when 
speakers from all the more important 
movements, including the local member 
of Parliament, Mr. Ernest Thurtle, will 
address a united meeting in Shoreditch 
Town Hall. 

The council concluded its first peace 
week only on Saturday, when a large 
outdoor meeting was held in Pitfield 
Street. 

Each night last week from Monday 
to Friday inclusive there was a_ pro- 


other parts of Shoreditch where meet- 
ings were addressed by religious, pol- 
itical, and sports speakers. 


AUTUMN DEMONSTRATION 


Not content with merely announcing 
their effort, however insistently, the 
special committee set up by Wood 


be responsible for an autumn demon- 
stration‘ is offering to arrange for a 
representative to yive further details 
personally to the members of any 
organization in the district which is 
sufficiently interested. 

To be held on September 12 in the 
Wood Green Town Hall grounds, the 
demonstration and mass rally will be 
presided over by the Mayor of Wood 
Green, Councillor Tudor Rhys, and 
prominent national speakers have been 
invited to attend. The rally will be 
preceded by a procession (with anti- 
war tableaux and other ‘ peace pag- 
eantry ’’) starting from near The Tri- 
angle, Palmers Green. 

The secretary of the special com- 
mittee is Mr. A. E. Philip, of 104 
Hoppers Road, N.21, and the treasurer 
Mr. E. Tysall, of 46 Beechdale, N.21. 


Abertillery Peace Council has been 
busy in the past fortnight preparing 
for its own little part in the Brussels 
congress—the sending of a delegate. 


DISARMAMENT OR 
ANNIHILATION? 


Success of Motor Peace 
; Tour, 


The challenge of the slogan—Dis- 
armament or Annihilation?—which has 
been the title of a series of meetings in 
northern towns and villages just con- 
cluded by the Northern Friends Peace 
Board caused much discussion. 


The fact that the speakers had 
thus stimulated. deep thought in 
their audiences is counted by the 
organizers the chief indication of the 
success of the tour. 


The occasion was a motor peace tour 
of a number of places in Yorkshire, 
Durham, and Westmorland, and 
William Berry, of Leeds, Charles Der- 
ring, of London, and local speakers 
addyessed about a score of meetings 


in the open air. 


cession from Pitfield Street to various | 


Green and Southgate Peace Council to| . 


Best Bit of Propaganda in the 


Country” 


_ MANCHESTER ANTL 
| WAR EXHIBITION 


How it ts Justifying its 
Reputation | 


From a Special Correspondent 


EADERS of PEACE NEWS will be 
| interested to hear that the Man-| 
chester Anti-War Exhibition, whicb| 
was recently wrecked while being! 
shown in Hampstead, is now fully re- 
paired and brought absolutely up to 
date. 

This exhibition which has been des-| 
cribed as ‘‘the best bit of peace pro: | 
paganda in the country’’, endeavours ; 
to show 

the underlying causes of the last} 

war; 

war-time mentality (most of which 

appears quite incredible today), the 

horrors of war, and the revolts and 
mutinies which forced it to an end} 
and 

the aftermath, 
called ‘‘ peace ’’. 

These sections comprise the first half 
of the exhibition, and in the second 
half is shown how history is repeating 
itself. 

The present international situatio? 
is analysed as far as space permits t? 
show 

new national rivalries resulting id 
the inevitable armaments race; 

examples of war propaganda by 


including the so- 


displays, the cinema, etc.; 
how peace sentiment is being ex- 
ploited for war preparations; and 


movement. 

A whole section is devoted to the 
technique of the next war. Special 
attention has been paid to the so-called 
‘‘ defensive measures’? against gas 
warfare and their futility. 

Finally, the exhibitlon gives a neces” 
sarily brief account of peace move’ 
ments throughout the world, with sug’ 
gestions as to how to build the united 
front against war. 

The Manchester Anti-War ExhibitioD 
is in great demand, and organization$ 
considering booking it are advised tO 
make inquiries well in advance to the 
exhibition secretary, Mrs. Owen 
Davies, 2 Kenwood Avenue, Burnage, 
Manchester. 


} WHERE TO SEE IT 

The next showing of the exhibitiod 
will be at Irvine, Ayrshire, from Sep- 
tember 7 to 12. 

Then, in the Lesser Town Hall, 
Saltcoats, Ayrshire, it will be on vieW 
from September 15 to 18 under thé 
auspices of the Saltcoats and District 
Peace Movement. It will be opened 
on the first day, at 6.30 p.m., by ex- 
Provost W. O. Kerr. On the Wednes’ 
day it will be open from 2 p.m. to 10 
p-m., and on the following two even 
ings from 6.30 to 10. 

From here the exhihition will go t° 
Kilmarnock, where it will be shown i? 
the Cooperative Hall, Dunlop Street, 
from September 21 to 26, by Kilmar- 
nock Peace Council. 

Look out for notices of further book’ 
ings In PEACE NEWS, and if the Man’ 
chester Anti-War Exhibition is coming 
to, or near, your district, make a point 
of going to see it: it’s worth it! 
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PEACE NEWS 


IN ANTLFASCISTS IN ITALY 


Remarkable Letter 


HEN this Italy, the chief victim of the Abyssinian tragedy, acquires 
again the free use of her senses, the capacity to think clearly, the 


Peoples Mandate 


NATION-WIDE CAMPAIGN 
IN U.S.A. 


to Geneva 


Intensive South American 


Peace ” freedom to consult her own conscience, she will rise up converted. 
tif : 7 The Italy of Francis of Assisi, of Dante, of Mazzini, of Cola di Bienzo 
ying is <s will enter upon the mission that Mazzini has dreamed for her—‘‘ the Effort 
2 ROBABLY the. most remarkable . : : ” 
Hon RTO nic AL omOre eee uae leader of humanity and an angel of light among the nations’’. We, 
ing the beta Rateable bate living in an unreal Italy, count ourselves citizens of the true Italy that | « ”—qRHK present level of arms appro- 
‘orrespondent ‘a Guerre (Union against War), since ip Beebe OF Poh ciizens joke whe world: . . HE priations, which amount to over 
i ’ These are the words of a group of brave Italians who, representing the 


a billion dollars for the coming year, 
has been reached under the guise of 
adequate national defence, but a large 
part of these appropriations are for 
armaments of an offensive nature and 
cannot be justified as necessary for 


its policy is completely pacifist, is a 
body of 75,000 Flemish ex-Service men 
the Verbond V.O.S. 

_ The Anti-War League (Anti-Oorlogs- 
liga), with its 20,000 members, also 
Supports the programme of the Ras- 


many in Italy who secretly abhor the present regime, have dared to 
address a message to the Secretary General of the League of Nations. As 
they still live in Italy and consequently would risk reprisals if their names 
were known, their letter (a copy of which has been sent to PEACE NEWS) 
has been signed by Professor Leonhard Ragaz, Canon C. E. Raven, and 
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Semblement (which was published in 
PEACE NEWS of August 15). The 
Secretary of this new federating organ- 
ation is Leo Campion, of 56 Rue 
Marie de Bourgogne, Bruxelles. 

Meanwhile, the struggle against war 
% the part of individuals conscripted 
Into the army continues. An interest- 
Ing feature of the refusal by Constant 
Spiessens to do his military training— 
®r which he served a month’s im- 
Prisonment—is his statement that 

‘« | want my refusal to be con- 
Sidered rather an act of peace than 
as an act of resistance to war. 

‘* | refused to handle arms because 
! had no rest with my conscience. 
This act gave me back inward rest, 
Which may be called ‘ individual 
Peace.’ 

“This peace 
qua nen for social, 
International peace. 
“But this individual peace is not 

Teached when one merely does not 
fight! That peace is not the absence 
of war! 

. ‘It is the consciousness of the ful- 
ment of one’s duty—that is, to live 

“cording to the will of God as far as 

is known to us from nature, from 

‘Ne Gospel and from the teaching of 
“ur mother, the Universal Church of | 
Rome.” 

In due course Constant Spiessens 
Will be called upon once more to join 
ls regiment, but he says: 

““ Of course I shall refuse again and | 
‘hall probably have to endure a Te- | 
Petition of trial and imprisonment, 
‘ut for a longer period. I prepare 


Yself in spirit to resist to the very | 
"nd." 


is a condition sine 
national, and 


PROGRESS DESPITE 
DIFFICULTIES 


Pacifism in Holland 


With the growing Fascist reaction, 
.4n increase of unemployment to 
'0,000 (in a population of 8 millions), 
a heavy expenditure for new war 
aterial, 
higher taxes, 
Compulsory anti-air raid drill for all 
“ivilians (with heavy fines and im- 
wisonment for refusal to take part), 
nd, 
a Sedition Bill which will come into | 
*peration this year, 
Dutch war resisters are feeling the | 
“dds against them very great. 
. They steadily continue their activit- 
®s, however, and have recently held a 
Ost successful war resisters’ demon- 
Tation which was organized on a large 
Scale, and which proved a great im- 
"tus to the work. 
i Meanwhile, more than a dozen are 
prison serving sentences of ten, 
Months each, though the next to be 
Sleased—Theo Dekker, due out next 
Nday—will have been in prison eleven 
Onths. 
All are at Veenhuizen, Rykswerkin- 
chting, Holland, to which address 
in eaees of encouragement and greet- 
& may be sent. 


4 
* 


Romain Rolland as guarantors of the signatories’ bona fides. 


The dictatorial Government set up by 


or wishes, has conducted a cynical, 
barbarous, and cowardly attack on a 
people to whom in 1923 the Italian 
delegate to the League of Nations, 
Count Bonin-Longare, in his speech 
advocating the admission of Abyssinia, 
paid the following tribute: 

The remarkable tenacity of this 
people, which has enabled it to pre- 
serve across the centuries both 
religious faith and its national char- 
acter, entitles it to our respect and 
to the fullest justice. 


Neither the bloody tragedy nor the | 


vile comedy, however, is the work of 
‘Sacra Italia ’’, free and conscious of 
her action. The Italian people, fright- 
ened, demoralized, gagged, reduced to 
a craven slavery, and betrayed by an 
intellectual élite unfaithful to its mis- 
sion, has been saturated, during the 
last eighteen months, with the poison- 
ous gases of calumny and falsehood. 
The friends of truth and justice 
have only been able to oppose this 
flood of misrepresentation with an 
utterly inadequate secret propaganda 
and with isolated protests, which 
have always been quenched by harsh 
sentences upon those responsible— 
often men of very high character. 
Only with this in mind is it possi- 
ble to understand how part of the 
Italian people, by temperament 
averse to bloodshed, has been roused 
to such passionate savagery. 
We, men and women of all 


professions, and social and political 
tendencies, but united in a common 
religion of humanity, wish to inform 
your Excellency and the Council of the 
League of Nations that: 

1. We dissociate ourselves, in the 
most definite manner possible, from 
every kind of solidarity with the acts 


its | 


‘the Fascist Party, (says the letter), | 
j acting in the name of 44 million Ital- | 
ians whom it has deprived of every | 
| possibility of expressing their opinions 


ages, | 
| Catholic and Protestants, representat- 
ives of many different regions, classes, | 


of the Fascist dictatorship. 

2. We deprecate, with a sense of | 
horror, the cowardly and_ fratricidal 
methods b vwhich the Abyssinian war | 
of brigandage was carried on. 

3. We refuse to recognize the “ fait 
accompli ’’. 

4. We assure the Abyssinians of our | 
full admiration and entire sympathy. 

5. We appeal to all organizations, 
social and religious, throughout the 
world, which believe in human solid- 
arity and dare to apply their belief to | 
the real life of individuals and nations, | 
asking them 

not to remain deaf and mute, not 
to discover just at this moment the 

‘‘ golden ’’ quality of silence, not to) 

do reverence to prudent inaction at 

a time when Europe is faced with the 

choice between military dictatorship 

or pacifist democracy, when the sup- 
reme spiritual values are being put 
to a stern test. 

6. We ask the League to maintain 
and strengthen the belt of economic 
and moral ostracism which encircles the 
‘aggressor ’’, until, under the pres- 
sure of world-wide action, the human 
conscience of the Italian people awakes 
and a hberating revulsion drives away 
the poison that at present intoxicates 
it. 


We believe that every military con- 
e quest is not only a crime but an act 
of folly and an illusion; 
that the highest way to civilize | 
other nations fs to civilize one’s own; 
that through sympathetic mutual 
understanding of the needs of each 
nation and peaceful hard work under- | 
taken together, rather than by arms, 
the peoples will attain to well-being | 
and happiness. 
7. Finally, we call upon the League | 
to give its attention to the juridical 
situation of those who are being obliged 
to lose themselves as citizens and _ be- 
come simply ‘‘men’’. We refer to 
those who . .. are trying to become 
citizens of a fatherland which is world- 
wide. 


FRENCH TEACHERS’ 
RESOLUTION 


“Unqualified Pacifism” 
Favoured 


A resolution in favour of ‘* unquali- 
fied pacifism ’’ was passed by the 
annual congress of the French National 
Federation of Teachers, meeting at 
Lille recently. Other points from the 
resolution were:— 

immediate annulment of the 
‘‘abominable ”’ war guilt clause in 
the Versailles Treaty; 

unilateral disarmament; and 

ararngements with other unions 
for the declaration of a general strike 
the moment mobilization was order- 
ed, no matter for what purpose. 

One of the delegates suggested the 
federation should show that an offen- 
sive war was no different from a de- 
fensive one. 


World | Pee’ Con ae 
AN AUSTRALIAN SUGGESTION 


The Australian delegation to the 
World Peace Congress is to suggest 
that all delegates should ask their re- 
spective governments to arrange for 
governmental representatives to the 
League of Nations to be elected by 
the people in the same way as members 
of parliament, with the right of recall 
by the people. 

Large meetings have been taking 
place in various South African towns, 
resulting in the selection of six dele- 
gates for the Congress. 


An appeal asking for the release of 
45 Nazarenes who have suffered years 
of imprisonment as conscientious ob- 
jectors, on account of their religious 
convictions, has been sent to Prince 
Paul, Regent of Yugoslavia, by the 
Women’s International League. 


defensive purposes ’’. 

This was a statement made to Gov- 
ernor Landon, candidate for the United 
States presidency, by one of the hun- 
dred members of a delegation from the 
Peoples Mandate Committee which 
interviewed him recently. 

A nation-wide campaign for signa- 
tures to the Mandate is in full swing 
in the United States. 

In Latin America, too, arrangements 
are rapidly going ahead. From Argen- 
tina, for example, have come 80,000 
signatures, and at least another 40,000 
are expected. 

The campaign in these countries will 
shortly be intensified, however, in view 
of the forthcoming  inter-American 


| peace conference to be héld in Buenos 


Aires. 


PEACE MAKING 
SPAIN 


IN 


A Quaker Attempt 


A courageous attempt at practical 
peace-making in Spain is to be under- 
taken by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Jacob, 
who, believing that “ the strengthen- 
ing of a liberal religious spirit would 
be of value in the present situation ’’, 
are planning to establish a Quaker 
centre in Madrid. 

Mr. Jacob intends to travel as soon 
as possible, feeling that antagonism 
between clericals and anti-clericals 
which urgently needs bridging is 
largely responsible for the present con- 
flict. 

‘‘ If it were possible to bring to- 
gether even a few genuine Catholics 
and a few open-minded anti-clericals ! 
think we should find they have some 
common ground,’’ he said in an inter- 
view with the ‘‘Manchester Guardian’’. 

“ We also think of trying to open 
an international hostel such as we have 
at Geneva.”’ 


PACIFISTS IN IRELAND 


A meeting of pacifists (including 
signatories of the Peace Pledge) was 
recently called in Dublin, and resulted 
in the formation of a Peace League 
having as its object ‘“‘ education for 


pacifism ”’. ar: 
It is the first organization of the 


kind ever to be formed in Southern 
Treland. 


THE LINGUISTS’ 
CLUB 


84 KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 
Holborn 8065. 


FOR DAILY CONVERSATIONS 
AND TUITION IN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES Bee 
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A NEW ORDER? 


“ (NLASH between the two 

\4 forces’? (of democracy and dic- 
tatorship). ‘‘ Struggle . between 
the old order and the new '’. These are 
typical of the terms in which people 
are writing, talking, and thinking of 
the events in Spain; and they are by 
no means extravagant phrases. But 
what do they imply? 

Everyone in the peace movement 
now recognizes the urgent need for 
change. ‘Those for whom pacifism is 
a faith recognize the need for really 
fundamental change, a substitution of 
‘““the old order’’ by the new. The 
actual presentation of this challenge 
as a clear-cut issue, therefore, so far 


from alarming pacifists, should, in- 
deed, be welcomed by them. What 
does alarm them, of course, is the 


manner in which the challenge is be- 
ing met. Aid this 
not so much on account of its 
accompaniment of death 
though not in itself a very terrible 
thing is bad enough) as because the 
method of warfare indicates that the 
challenge is not real, that the issue 
is not, in fact, clear-cut, and that 
therefore there is as little chance of 
peace resulting if the one side 
“wins ’’ as there is 
comes out ‘on top’’. 


(which, | 


if the other | 


PEACE NEWS 


CAMP 


HE Peace Camp is now in its 

second year. It is composed of 
half a dozen young people who take 
the Christian pacifist position, and is 
sponsored by the Friends’ Peace Com- 
mittee who pay maintenance and_pro- 
vide literature for distribution. 

We have spent our fortnight this 
year in Sussex. Last year we were on 
Salisbury Plain, in the midst of the 
Territorial manoeuvres. 

In both places our method has been 
to hold an open-air meeting at 7.30 
each night in one or other of the sur- 
rounding towns and villages, working 
from a fixed camp and travelling on 
bicycles. 


* 


UR audiences have been very 

mixed, both in size and type. They 
have varied from about six in smaller 
places, such as Herstmonceux, where 
this year’s camp was situated, to about 
|four hundred on Seaford promenade. 
In Polegate we had a group of about 
thirty people, all seriously interested 
and concerned. 

At Eastbourne on Sunday, August 
9, our evening meeting followed one in 
| the afternoon organized by the Fast- 
bourne Peace Council. Here we had 
a large crowd of which perhaps half 
consisted of seriously interested people, 
and round this nucleus was gathered a 
fringe of the curious, some of whom 


| 


For any position gained by force| could not even hear the speakers. 


must be maintained by force. This 
means that it must inevitably become 
a struggle for mastery between ‘‘left’’ 


and ‘right ’’—the very negation of | 


that freedom which is the essence of 
real democracy. Worse still, it means 
that the so-called “new ” order is 
precisely the same as the old—funda- 
mentally. Force as a way of life 
merely puts on a new costume. That 
is why the pacifist’s answer to this 
present challenge of Spain must be 
everywhere and always to meet the 
old method of force and counter-force 
by practising an entirely new way of 
living together based on love and 
counter-love—on ‘‘ unlimited liability 
for all’’ instead of ‘‘ each for himself 
(or his group) and the devil take the 
hindmost "’. 


Rings and the Swastika 
OURNEY across Ger- 


many. On every 
wall, station, locomotive, bridge, two 
signs side by side—the black Nazi 
swastika and the five rings of the 
Olympic Games. One the sign of nat- 
jonalism, the other of internationalism ; 
one barring frontiers, the other open- 
ing them. 


Sport seems the one phase of inter- 
nationalism that manages to survive a 
totalitarian regime. 


Certainly the idea is English. We 
used to think that it was possible to 
neutralize the effects of an aggressive 
nationalism by arranging test matches 
and teaching natives football and the 
‘ sporting spirit ’’. 


The ‘‘ sporting spirit ’’, however, is 
finding the strain a little too much. 
Teams retire in a huff. Slow-motion 
cameras are installed to detect fouls. 
A game is cancelled and next day a 
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When Soldiers of | Peace 


go into 


which we are holding meetings the 
next week, in order to call on the min- 
isters, 

We usually divide up in pairs for 
this work. Two pairs can prepare for 
future meetings while the third adver- 


Have you ever combined a camping] tises the meeting for the same evening: 


holiday with peace propaganda? 


GRACE M. JEFFREE 


has, and in this article she gives 
suggestions from first- 
hand experience. 


practical 


Our Seaford crowd was again mixed, 
but in a different fashion. There were 
here two definite factions—pacifists 
and militarists, the latter so strong 
that we half expected violence from 
them. 

This crowd at Seaford was started 
for us by an opponent whose heck- 
ling proved a better advertisement 
for us than any of our own efforts. 
He was more helpful than the man 
at Heathfield who walked past us 
with his fingers in his ears. Our 
hardest fight was against apathy. 
We welcomed outspoken opponents, 

except, indeed, in cases (fortunately 
very rare) of those who believed that 
wars were made by God in fulfilment of 
prophecy. With such people argument 
is impossible and we found it very 
difficult to keep our tempers! 


* 
GREAT difficulty of this work is 
advertising. 

We trv to have all our meetings an- 
nounced in local churches and chapels. 
This means that in the first three days 
(we arrived this year,on Wednesday, 
August 5, and started work on Thurs- 
day) we must visit all the places in 


IT SEEMS TO ME.... 


mob in some remote continent pelts 
the German consulate with rocks. 
For a time no doubt sport did a 
great deal to preserve international 
friendship despite jingo politics. 
Now the task is getting too big for 
it. Better than perfecting antidotes 
is to give up poison. 


“ Fveryman”’ at Salzburg 


HE bright clear sun 

beats down into the 
cathedral square. Up into the deep 
blue rises the warm facade, a benefic- 
ient Christ far above blessing the 
faintly-buzzing audience below. —Be- 
hind monastery-grilles the shaven 
heads of monks; in mid-air the faint 
rush of pigeons. 

Like a coloured frieze the mystery 
play unfolds against grey walls—the 
path of Everyman through life to 
the grave. . 

This fearful skull-headed figure, this 
abject terror has lost some of its night- 
mare power now that we no longer 


expect torture and hell-fire after 
death; And yet, when the unseen 
voices cry out from the depths of the 
cathedral, from the height of the 
tower, from the dark monastery, 
“ Te-e-e-ederma-a-a-an! Te-e-e-ederma- 
a-a-an!’’ one’s spine turns to water. 

What is this warning summons that 
comes echoing out of the Middle Ages ? 
Not against personal death, which does 
not seem so terrible to us. I[t ts some- 
thing, far more appalling that seems 
forboded. 

Everyman must repent and strive 
for the good life, not to save him- 
self, but that the looming hand of 
war may not fall and destroy his 
whole cilivization. 

The cosmopolitan crowd breaks up 
quietly as the shadows deepen under 
the cloister-arches, 


Teaching the Young Idea 
HE French National 


Federation of 
Teachers recently approved a resolution 


In small towns we distribute hand- 
bills to all the houses on the day of 
the meeting. These are printed before’ 
hand with only the place of the meet- 
ing left blank. This we fill up in ink 
or by means of a “ John Bull” print- 
ing outfit. 

Next year we hope to have bills 
printed with particulars of all out 
meetings. But this will need previous 
work, finding places, and obtaining 
police permission beforehand; whereas; 
so far, we have done all such work 
during the fortnight. 

Other means of advertising havé 
been to bill the shops (and for this 
printed bills are really desirable) 
and, this year, to make large poster$ 
specially for particular meetings. 
Where we have known addresses 0 

local people who are interested, such 
as members of the Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation groups, they have helped 
us greatly, both in advertising work 
and by advising us of suitable positions 
in which to hold meetings. 


* 


O far we have been unable to follow 
up our meetings, but we have left 

this to local groups where these exist- 

Some sort of follow up is indeed 
most necessary and it has been sus” 
gested to us that a good method of 
going to work is to hold a meeting 
every evening for a week in the samé@ 
spot. 

In any case, cooperation with loc! 
groups is most desirable. 
At Eastbourne we followed on thé 
peace council’s meeting; and at Hast- 
ings the peace group proposes to hold 
a meeting to follow up ours. 


* 


WwW started this vear expecting t? 
find militarist feeling strongef 
than last year. 

Perhaps becanse here we were freef 
from military operations, the revers® 
seemed to be the case. The main tren 
of feeling may be ‘toward militarism, 

but I believe we have met more 
people prepared to work for peacé 
along pacifist lines, and more 0° 
those just on the border-line who aré 
thinking seriously and only need 
more information to make them full¥ 
in support of the movement. 


by Ampersand 


in favour of “ unqualified pacifism ’’— 
even to the extent of unilateral dis’ 
armament. 

In the discussion there were a few 
signs of that great left wing weaknes® 
—the replacement of national by clas? 
violence-—but in the end the completé 
pacifist point of view went througlt 


This is tremendously encouragins: 
The two groups of people who hav? 
most influence in creating tomorrow’? 
outlook are the teachers and (as 
said a few weeks ago) the doctors: 

There have been several fine lead$ 
from both groups lately. 


America Safe at Last! 


“7IAHE War Depart 

ment’s prospecti¥® 

air base for 1,000 planes in Centra 

Alaska ought to stop all polar beat? 
from invading the U.S.” 


—American Guardia" 


verre ee 
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Spain 
ee 


POWERS AND NON- 
INTERVENTION 


Will the French Plan 
Work? 


With the agreement of all the Powers 
concerned to 
(a) refrain from supplying arms 
to either side, and 
(b) restrain their nationals from 
giving other forms of support, 
the French plan for non-intervention 


in the Spanish war has now become | 


operative. 
Thus the three main steps by which 
the Powers aimed at curtailing 


the civil war (as outlined in PEACE 
NEWS of August 15) have been tak- 
en and it only remains to see whether 
the measures will have the desired 
effect. At the same time, however, 
it is feared in some quarters that 
delaying tactics have already suc- 
ceeded in ensuring sufficient support 
for a victory by the rebels. 


OLLOWING are indications of the 
official attitudes of the chief Pow- 
€rs approached by France. 


GERMANY. 
August 25 that Germany had agreed 
0 apply an arms embargo to Spain. 
No conditions have been attached, al- 
though the seizure of a German aero- 
Plane in Spain and the stopping of 

e steamer Kamerun are not to be 
Allowed to drop. 


U.S.S.R. An exchange of Notes be- 
tween M. Litvinoff, Foreign Commis- 
Sar, and the French Chargé d’ Affaires 
M Moscow, formally signified Russia’s 
Adherence to the non-intervention plan. 
A Moscow 
States that the export, re-export, or 
acilities for transit to Spain or Span- 
‘sh possessions of all kinds of arms, 


message dated August 24) 


| and equipment. 


Tt was announced on} 


®roplanes, and warships, are erchibit a 


*d by the Notes. 


. 'TALY. A Note from the Italian 
“oreizn Minister to the French Am- 
8ssador in Rome, 
“ontained the Italian Government’s 
*greement to the French plan. 

As no dofinition of ‘‘ indirect ’’ inter- 
pention i is contained in the French pro- 

Sals, the Note points out that Italy 
‘nderstands that no country adhering 
"© the agreement is to allow public sub- 
tiptions or the enlistment of volun- 
ers for either side in the civil war. 
the Italian acceptance is nevertheless 


Unconditional. 
~u: S.A. The New York correspondent 
%€ the “ Manchester Guardian ’’, in a 
ressage dated August 20, stated there 
Yas little likelihood of the U.S.A. at- 


fempting mediation, either alone or in 


dated August 21,' 


| chiunction with the Latin American | 


‘epublics. 
SOUTH AFRICA. In an interview | 
2 Durban on August 20, General 


«Muts quoted the Spanish civil war as 
another product of the breakdown of 
yp operation in the League during the 
alo-Abyssinian crisis ”’ 
‘ GREAT BRITAIN. 
qceting near Cromer on August 19, 
fr Samuel Hoare, First Lord of the 


,“miralty, explained the Government’s | 


Policy of non-interference regarding 


“bain. 
On August 20 it was announced that 
rhe Board of Trade had revoked all 


qcences for the export of war material | 


“stined for Spain. 

ty Scarcely had the last of the Powers 
€n into line than the ‘‘ Morning 

fet ” published (on August 24) the 
lowing message from its special 

respondent at Perpignan, close to 
© French frontier: : 


ip, Hatever the result of the neutral: | 


talks among the Powers, it can 
haw be stated that the insurgent forces 
i a3 already received sufficient mater- 
and assistance from outside nations 
macarry their campaign against the 
drid Government to victory. 


Addressing a| 


PEACE 


NEWS 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN BRIEF Abyssinia 


Germany and Soviet 
Conscription : : 


“Menace” =: : 


T.U.C. and 


Executions in Russia 


AUSTRALIA 


A message from Melbourne dated 
August 21 stated that between £7,000, 
000 and £8,000,000 is likely to be re- | 
quired gerine the current financial year 
for the plans now being considered by 
the Australian Defence Council. The 
proposals concern the navy, army, air | 
force, and manufacture of munitions 
On August 22 it was 
announced that the Defence Council | 
would consider a proposal for a British 
War Office expert to survey Australia’s 
defences. 


EGYPT 


The Egyptian Prime Minister,«Nahas | 
Pasha, together with twelve other 
members of the Egyptian delegation, 
arrived in London on August 23 in| 
readiness for the signing of the Anglo- 
Egyptian treaty on August 26. 


GERMANY 


An anti-Russian campaign has been 
taking place in the German press and 
two Nazi newspapers on August 23 con- 
tained an article linking the ‘ threat- 
ening roar of hatred and destruction 
from the armed millions of the ranks | 
of the Bolshevik Red army ’’ with the 
Nazi party congress to be held from 
September ¢ to 14. 

Dr. Ley, the Labour Front leader | 
who is organizing the congress, stated 
on August 22 that all speeches would 
be ‘devoted to our united struggle 
against Bolshevism ’’. 

A decree issued on August 24 fixed 
the duration of military service at two 
years in place of the one-year period 
in force since March, 1935, and is ex- | 
pected to increase CG urmany’s army 
strength to nearly 1,000,000. The de- 
cree caused a sensation in France, | 
where it cut short the jubilation con- 
sequent on Germany's adherence to the 
non-intervention agreement concerning 
Spain. 

On August 23 an open letter calling 
upon the Government to suppress the 
campaign again Christianity, was read 
from the pulpits of the Confessional 
(Protestant Opposition) Church. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


An announcement published = on 
August 21 stated that the Air Raid 
Precautions Department of the Home 
Office has appointed ten doctors to be 
medical instructors in anti-gas meas- 
ures. They will commence their work 
in October and will give anti-gas train- 
ing to doctors, medical students and 
nurses at suitable centres throughout 
the country. 

The final agenda for the Trades Un- 
ion Congress has been issued showing, | 
among other resolutions, one from the 
Amalgamated Furniture Trades Asso- | 


| ciation calling upon the T.U.C. to re-j 


fuse to cooperate with the Gov Brarienct 
in the conscription of individuals or 
industry. 


JAPAN 


A Tokio message dated August 18 
stated that the total of the draft naval | 
estimates for 1937-8 was £45,000,000, 
which is about £4,000,000 more than | 
naval expenditure during the previous 
year. Of this total about £25,000,000 | 
is reckoned as ‘‘ ordinary expenditure ”’ 
and £20,000,000 for replacements, new 
vessels, etc. 


POLAND 


In an official communiqué published 
in Warsaw on August 18 the Premier, 
General Skladkowski, warned on 
ists that unfair and  unobjective 
criticism of the Government would re- 
sult in their being sent to a ee 
| 


| tration camp. 


REFUGEES 
A report regarding the suitability of | 
| Ecuador as a home for European refu- | 
"gees is being submitted by two British | 
| investigators to the Nansen Refugee 
Committee and other bodies. 


RUMANIA 
General Samsonovici of Rumania is 
expected to visit Warsaw in September 
for a conference with the Chief of the 
Polish General Staff, according to the 
‘Manchester Guardian’s’’? Warsaw 
correspondent on August 18. 


TRADE 
The establishment of an internation- 
al coal council comprising all coal-pro- 
ducing, countries, which would be con- | 
cerned with production, markets, prices 
and working conditions, was advocated 


| by Mr. Joseph Jones, president of the 


Mineworkers’ Federation of Great Lrit- | 
ain, in a speech at South Kirby, on | 
August 23. 


U.S.S.R. 

The trial opened in Moscow on 
August 20 of Zinovieff and fifteen | 
others charged with participation in | 
terrorist plots. The trial concluded on | 
August 23 when all the accused were 
sentenced to death. 

Commenting on the result of the! 
‘trial on August 24, Trotsky said that | 
real political importance lay in the de- 
cision regarding the fate of Zinovieff, | 
Kameneff and the other old Eeighetilen: 
regarding which the Government 


' would not feel bound by the promises | 


of the Ogpu to spare their lives if they | 


pleaded guilty. 
All the accused were executed on 


August 25. 


THE GOVERNMENT 
AT GORE 


Britain’s Obstructive 


Attitude 


| BEVevine “that public attention 
should be called to the course 
which the British Government are pur- 
suing and to its attitude toward the 
Ethiopian Government,’’ the Abyssinia 
Association cites the following ex- 
amples in a statement just issued. 


Mr. Vyvyan Adams, in the House of 
Commons on July 31, asked whether 
his Majesty’s Government would give 
permission to British civilians to travel 
through the Sudan to Gore, in Western 
Abyssinia, at their own risk to advise 
and assist the authorities in control 
of law and order, and the Foreign 
Secretary gave an emphatic negative. 


About the same time the hon. secre- 
tary of this association wrote to the 
Foreign Office to know whether permis- 
sion to proceed through the Sudan 
would be granted to three persons, one 
a member of the association, who de- 
sired to go to Western Abyssinia to 
| investigate conditions there, with 
| especial regard to the need for medical 
attendance and relief of wounded re- 
fugees from the East. The reply was 
that according to advice from his 
| Majesty’s Consul there was no need 
for such relief. 


But perhaps most disturbing is the 
refusal of permits to Ethiopian officials 
sent from London by the Emperor with 
a view to strengthening the Govern- 
ment at Goré. 
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If pacifism was enough, 


PRICE 2d. | 
MONTHLY 


THE WORLD CITIZEN stands for: 


A Propaganda Organ Devoteli to World Federation | 
THE WORLD STATE as the goal at which all progressive porte l 


The placing of all Armaments in the hands of a democratic World 


The setting up of a World Tribunal with power to revise treaties (the 
present International Court of Justice can only interpret Treaties). 
throughout the 


world, and ultimately one 


language; to this end it recommends Esperanto as an auxiliary tongue 
and its use to attain a common world culture based on the teaching 


and a financial system which will properly fulfil 
the distribution of all goods and services 
that can be produced where they are wanted. 

The abolition of competitive Sovereign States, warring one with another 
for the markets of the world, and their supersession by a system of 
regional governments and Federal World Boards. 


Police force is like a National State composed of armed groups with 
no Law and no Police to keep them from fighting each other and to 


it would be 
Very little armaments would be 


necessary to police the world, if national armaments were abolished. 
This is the onty policy that will abolish war and make pacifism possible 
in a world which contains criminal elements. 


From W. H. Smith & Son or from the Publishers. 

Single Copy 24d. 6 issues 1/3, 
Write to: 

THE WORLD CITIZEN, 2 Hanway Place, 


No. 2 OUT SEPTEMBER oth! 


12 issues 2/6, post free. 


London, W.1. 


Court of Law and a Supranational | 


ee 
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PEACE 


The Drama 


FULL-LENGTH PLAY 
FOR PACIFISTS 


EACE dramatic societies who need a 

full-length play for the forthcoming 
season would be well advised to con- 
sider Moloch, a 3-act play by Winifred 
Carter, which was successfully pre- 
sented in the West. End before it was 
released for use by amateurs. - 

It shows the mother of two sons, one 
of whom was killed in the Great War, | 
and whose memory she tries to keep 
ever fresh. She allows no one to use 


Winifred Carter 
his chair and his picture occupies a | 
prominent position on the wall, with a 
Union Jack background and a vase of 
flowers before it. 
Some of the moving scenes occur | 
when her son’s widow wants to re-| 
marry; when her living son’s German | 
chemistry tutor wishes to live in the | 
spare room in her house; and when | 
another war threatens her remaining 
son. { 
These are but parts of an extreme-| 

ly well-written play and lead up to/| 

a dramatic and surprising climax in | 

the last act. 

The futility and bestiality of war re- | 
ceive excellent treatment in the dia- | 
logue between the mother and the 
,German professor, who is now engaged 
in making poison gas for the war which 
has broken out. 

This is an outstanding play in that 
it is entertaining as well as instructive 
and its message loses none of its power 
by the humorous sections of the play. 
JOHN ATHEY. 


Broadcasting 
EVENTS IN SPAIN 


People in this country tuning in to 
the Rome broadcasting station recently 
were treated to a recital of outrages 
against British subjects on the part of | 
the Spanish Government. 

The terrible tale—the moral of which | 
was, of course, that we should join 
Italy in an attempt to save Christian- | 
ity, civilization, etc.—was being told 
by a “ gentleman ’’’ who was obviously 
a native of this country. 

The Italian memory is apparently a 
short one, for it was not long ago that 
both the radio and the press of that 
country were telling the world what a 
wicked nation we were. 

Now it seems we are at any rate good 
enough to assist in the salvation of 
civilization. 

Another ‘ spot of bother ’’ resulting 
from events in Spain is a threat made 
by the Portuguese Radio Club on 


” 


| ERASMUS ON WAR. 


NEWS 


- RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


BRIEF REVIEWS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 


DOCUMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL | 
AFFAIRS, 1935. Vol. 1. Oxford | 
University Press. 15s. 


This yublication of the Institute of 
International Affairs has been produc- 
ed in two sections; one of these is} 


| mainly concerned with Germany and 


her relations with other European | 
countries, and the other deals with 
the Italo-Abyssinian war and _ allied 
matters. The usual high standard of 
care has been taken in the selection of 
material for inclusion, and for those 
who require some such type of refer- | 
ence work it is invaluable. 


CHOOSE A BRIGHT MORNING. 
Hillel Bernstein. Gollancz. 6s. 
Among the many books which have 

recently appeared dealing with dicta- 

tors this one should have a_ special 
place. It does what few of the others | 
have done, in that it takes an imag- 
inary dictator, raises him to the nth 
power of absurdity, and thus exposes 
the entire species to ridicule. And per- 


| haps the dictator who is portrayed is 


YOUTH PEACE COUNCILS 


The following list continues our 
lirectory of federating youth or- 
ganizations :— 

READING. Miss D. Hubard, 81 

Salisbury Road. 
RICKMANSWORTH. S. E. Wor- 

ley, The Cot, Batchworth Hill. 
RUGBY. Miss Norman, 4 North 

Street. 
SALISBURY. 

Devizes Road. 
SHEFFIELD. B. Furnes, 69 City 

Road, Sheffield, 2, 
SOUTHAMPTON. T. C. Gardner, 

22 Burgess Road, Bassett, || 
Southampton. | 
TEESSIDE. Harry Rigg, 28 Airton 

Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 
URMSTON. M. E. Creasy, 6 Fair- 

view Terrace, Flinton Road, || 

Urmston, Manchester. 

The address of the Kingston sec- |}; 
retary is 26, Kings’ Road, (not 20, 
as stated in our issue of August 1). 

This directory will be concluded 
next week, when we shall publish 
a list of Scottish Youth Peace 


Councils. 


A. R. Reid, 46 


not such an imaginary figure, after all! 

Although it contains so much to pro- 
voke derisive laughter, Choose a Bright 
Morning is cleverly written and by no 
means a pure farce. 


Edited by 
Headley Brothers. 


Dorothea Gibb. 

6d. 

This booklet consists of very topical 
extracts from several of the writings 
of Erasmus, and includes well-chosen 
selections from his famous essay The | 
Complaint of Peace which was origin- 
ally published in Latin in 1517. 

Though written some four hundred | 
years ago, Erasmus’s words have an | 
almost uncanny bearing on events to- | 
day—events, moreover, which, one} 
might almost say, seem likely to! 
happen again tomorrow. | 

Not the least valuable part of the 
task Lady Gibb has performed in pro- 
ducing these extracts is the series of 
marginal notes drawing attention to 
the similarity between the state of 
affairs with which Erasmus was con- 
cerned and that in which we find our- 
selves today. 

| 


THE PATH TO PEACE. Harry. 
Pollitt. Communist Party. 2d. 


August 15, to jam the Madrid Govern- 
ment Station. 

The Club has complained that the 
Spanish official news of the civil war is 
being broadcast on the same wave- 
length as that used by the Lisbon 
station, in order that Spanish listeners 
should not hear an unauthorized ver- 
sion. 


Number 7 in the Communist Party’s 
“ Peace Library ’’ takes the view that | 
what the author calls the ‘‘ peace | 
Powers ’’—the Soviet Union, France, ; 
and other socialist or semi-socialist | 
States, and, for some reason, this 
country—should form a ‘united: 
front ’’ against any possible aggressor. 


August 29, 1936- 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND 
PEACE ESSAYS. Leo Tolstéy. 
Oxford University Pdess (Humphrey 
Milford). 2s. 

Tolstoy needs no introduction to sup- | 
porters of pacifism. In these essays, | 
translated by Aylmer Maude, the bases | 
of Christian pacifism are developed in | 
a clear and comprehensive manner. | 
Although many of them were written 
forty years ago, they are peculiarly 
applicable to the world problems of 
today. Of special interest are the | 
references to the early work of Lloyd 
Garrison, Adin Ballou and Chelcicky, 
the Jast named belonging to the 15th. | 
century. A copy of Ballou’s ‘ Cate- 
chism of Non-resistance ”’ is given, un- 
equivocally stating the whole case for 
Christian pacifism, with all its impli- 
cations of behaviour and citizenship. 
The essay ‘‘ Christianity and Patriot- 
ism’, whilst written in an intensely | 
humorous vein, is an excellent critique 
of the effects of patriotic teaching and 
the auto-hypnosis which this teaching 
induces. Every one of the 591 pages 
bears the imprint of the unwavering 
sincerity, indomitable courage and | 
clear vision of this great Russian | 
writer, who not only preached non-re- 
sistance, but also practised it in his 
life, enduring excommunication, oblo- 
quy and abuse. 

This review would not be complete 
without a word of praise for the clear 
type and excellent presentation of this 
book, which is issued in the ‘‘ World’s 
Classics ’’ series, and is of convenient 
size for reading when travelling. 


ACTIVISM. A FURTHER STEP IN 
CONSTRUCTIVE PACIFISM. 1d. 
This pamphlet, which is described as | 

the ‘‘ preliminary manifesto of the 


| Activist Order ’’, commences by em- 


phasizing the position in which the 
world finds itself through relying on 
violence as defence against violence. 
It then proceeds to state the case for 
Activism—which ‘‘ envisages a new 
form of community based on a new | 
principle ’’—and to describe aims of ! 


the Order, which are summarized 
thus:— 
1. To develop a body of people train- 


ed to apply the principles of non-! 
violence in their lives. 

2. To organize the most effective 
form of non-violent resistance against 
war. 

3. To work to replace the compet- 
itive social and economic system with 
a cooperative one, both nationally and 
internationally. 

The pamphlet is obtainable from the 
General Secretary of the Order at 25, 
Ladbrook Gardens, London, W.11. 


Education 


ARITHMETIC IN GERMANY 


|¢ Here are two problems in arithmetic 


from a German text-book designed for 
children of ten—just in case we don’t | 
realize that the school can be an /} 
agency for producing war-mindedness 
as well as for peace-training! 

1. A squadron of 46 bombing planes 
throws bombs at a town of an enemy. | 
Every aeroplane carries 500 bombs | 
weighing 1,500 kilograms each. 

How many fires will the bombs 
cause If every third explodes and | 
every twentieth causes a fire?. Cal- 
culate the weight of all bombs! 
thrown. | 
2. Bombing aeroplanes, flying during 

the day, go at a speed of 280 kilometres 
an hour. Night bombing aeroplanes 
can fly only at 240 kilometres an hour. 

How many hours will each class of 
bombing aeropiane need to cover the 
area between Breslau and Prague, 


Munich and Strasbourg, Kiel and 
Metz? 


FACTS, FIGURES. & 


QUOTATIONS 


| IN THREE ACTS 


Act 1. (Scene: Glasgow; time: Nov- 
ember 23, 1934). 
_ Mr. Baldwin: It is curious that there 
18 growing among the Labour Party 
support for what is called a collective 
peace system . - @ collective peace 
system in my view is perfectly imprac- 
ticable in view of the fact that the 
United States is not yet . . . a member 
of the League and that in the last two 
or three years . .. Germany and Japan 
have retired from it. It is hardly 
worth considering when those be the 
facts. 

Act 2. (Scene: all over the country; 
time: November, 1934 to June 1935). 

National Declaration (‘‘ Peace Bal- 
lot ’’). 

Act 3. 
27, 1935.) 

Mr. Baldwin: The League of Nations 
is the sheet-anchor of British foreig? 
policy. 


WHERE THE MONEY GOES 


In “It’s Up to Us” a 6d. pamphlet 
just issued by the ‘“ Left Review’, 
the question is asked “Is this our 
country? We are asked to defend our 
country. See how the wealth of Brit- 
ain is shared out.”’ 

The following figures are then given, 
showing the distribution of large and 
small incomes in this country:— 

79 people receive £180,500 a year, oF 
over. 

297 people receive over £100,000 a year- 

6,000 receive over £20,000 a year. 

850,000 people receive over £500 a year- 

2,750,000 people receive over £250 2 
Year, 

4,100,000 people receive between £150 
and £250 a year. 

15,900,000 people receive less than £150 
a year, 


NAVY WEEK 


Navy Week gets more popular. Last 
year’s visitors to the ‘‘ at homes’, at 
Portsmouth, Chatham, and Plymouth; 
when the ‘senior service’? was oB 
show numbered 333,007. This yeat 
434,709 people were anxious to see whY 


(Scene: London; time, May 


—Facts abou 


GAS ATTACKS* 
Rs 


In the Home Office booklet 
‘ Anti-Gas Precautions and First 
Aid for Air-Raid Casualties ’’, the 
following advice is given on how 
to ‘avoid becoming a casualty in 
the event of a gas attack ’’: 

1. If caught in the open, seek 
the nearest available cover. 

2. Select a suitable room in your 
home and another in your place of 
business and have them gas-pro- 
tected in accordance with the ad- 
vice given. 

3. Tf vou have a respirator, make 
sure it is kept in a readily acces- 
sible place. 

To take cover as suggested 
might protect civilians against 
shell fragments but would probably 
mean courting danger so far as 
yas is concerned. 
~ With regard to the suggested 
provision of gas-protected rooms, 
this is impracticable for many 
people in large towns, for instance 
‘in the county of London, ac- 
cording to the 1931 Census, 144,802 
families (251,659 persons) lived In 
one room, 135,497 families of over 
two persons in two rooms.”’ 


% From Socialist Medical Association pamphtet 


(Lawronce (& Wishart, 6d.)——™ 


they had been paying more for th? 
Navy—an increase of 101,702. 3 

Charity — naval charities—benefité 
to the extent of a further £5 for overt 
£20 handed over last year, as a res¥ 
of this increased popularity. 
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ROOTS OF UNREST 
IN SPAIN 


Reaction to Attempt to End 
Privilege 

we LL the forces of tradition, of, 
privilege and of authority are 

arrayed against the new spirit ’’, says 

Alfred B. Jacob in an article on the 

Toots of the present Spanish unrest in 

“The Friend ” of August 7. 

After referring to the privileges 
Which, until recently, have been the 
‘ot of the army officers, landlords, and 
the Church in Spain, Alfred Jacob says 
that the present revolutionary attempt 
to establish a military dictatorship, 
has been ‘ adopted as a final desperate 
*flort to revetr to a regime of power 
4nd privilege ’’. 

Countering the allegation of a ‘‘red’”’ 
Rovernment, with the fact that it is 
Chiefly composed of the Republican Left 
°r Liberal Republican group, he de- 
flares that the problems ccnfronting it 
are so complex and deeply rooted as 
© be almost beyond human ability, to 
Understand. 

The Law of Agrarian Reform, may 
be counted as one important achieve- 
ment of the Popular Front Govern- | 
ment. Under this law, 120,000 peas- 
ants and landworkers have either 
been settled on the land and given 
constant assistance, or given permis- 
Sion to cultivate up to one-fifth of 
‘the arable area of estates not being 
used by their owners. 

Similar advances ce being made in 
“ducation and o’uer branches of nat- 
‘onal life. 

Dealing with the burning of 
“hurches, Alfred Jacob considers this 


Cy be due to the association of the 


any years of oppression, during which 
i has opposed most of the efforts to 
lp the poor. 

wile concludes, however, with the 
_’tement that the new spirit is at 
ee within the Church itself, and that 
g “ntually it must triumph all over 
“Pain, 


THE SOVIET UNION 
AND PEACE 


Te view of the growing demand for 
Comprehensive and bold effort to 
2ke a new beginning in international | 
j, “Ts on entirely new foundations, it 
t of interest to recall a plan which 
© Soviet Union drew up more than 
€cade ago. 
‘his was published by Mr. Huntly 
“tter in a letter to the ‘‘ Manchester 


3 


1 


4 ardian ” recently in which he related | 
» it was handed to him by George 


“hitcherin, then Foreign Minister, 

p°2 he saw him during.a visit to 

essa in 1921-3 and asked what that 

0 Untry could do toward a settlement 
,“Uropean affairs. 

me? first two points of the plan 
ee: : 
_1. An international congress to re- 
Yise the peace treaties. Participa- 
ton of all countries concerned with 
Tepresentation of the workers in each 
Country, “appointed by the recog- 
Nized labour organization.’’ The 
°undation of the revision must be 
He economic interest of the world 
*8 a whole—i.e., a standing ‘ econ- 
Mic council,’? or something of the 
Sort, would have to be set up—again 
ith full representation of every 
°Untry (not excluding the colonial 

eastern peoples). 

“A - An international disarmament 
“ference, the object being not to 
aes resolutions but to examine in 
~ Practical manner the military and 
Meine budgets of all countries with 
. “lew to simultaneous reduction of | 
Z saments. The establishment _of 
for oraational control commission 

this purpose. 


“hurch in many people’s minds, with 


PEACE NEWS 


below. 


N what follows the contention will be 
that the essential function of the 
League is, or should be, not primarily 
the prevention of war but the promo- 
tion of peace, and, further, that the 
reform or reconstruction of the League 
after its recent failures should be 
based on a changed conception of it 
from that of a war-preventing to that 
of a peace-promoting institution. 

If war-preventing is the object the 
League will be chiefly occupied in de- 
vising means for restraining the mili- 
tary forces which make war and in 


| drawing up treaties or covenants for 


that purpose. This will necessarily 
immerse it in a military atmosphere. 
A League of Nations devoted to 
the promotion of peace would not be 
thinking perpetually about war. It 

would be thinking rather about a 

multitude of possibilities, hitherto 

unexplored, of bringing the nations 
together. on lines of positive cooper- 
ation. 

This is not to say that war-prevent- 
ing is a vain enterprise and to be im- 
mediately abandoned as such, Let the 
war-preventing work of the Foreign 
Offices and the peace-promoting work 
of the League run concurrently. Keep 
them separate, but with this assurance, 
that in proportion as the peace-pro- 
moters get on with their business the 
war-preventers will find their problem 
gradually eased. 


FRAILTY OF MILITARY 
ALLIANCES 


It is a highly remarkable fact .. . 
that one method of ker ng the peace, 
and one method only, hus so far found 
favour with the diplomatic minds which 
control and conduct the foreign policy 
of nations. This is the method of 


| forming a military alliance embodied 
| ina treaty or covenant committing the 


parties to military action in certain 
eventualities. We may call it the 


' Foreign Office method of preventing 
war. 


It is also remarkable that in 
none of these treaties or covenants is 
the precaution taken of requiring the 
contracting, parties to deposit. security 
for the fulfilment of their obligation. 
That the Foreign Office method of 
military alliance still holds the field, 
as the only method recognized as 
practicable for creating collective secur- 
ity, is clearly seen in the manifold 
discussions now proceeding as to the 
future of the League of Nations. 


NOT CHIVALROUS ENOUGH 

No State can go to war collectively 
or otherwise for any cause whatsoever 
without willingness to shed the blood 
of its nationals, expend their treasure 
and imperil the vital interests of the 
body politic. It has to be remembered 
also that any Power going to war 
against another thereby exposes its 
flank to other aggressors, of whom 
more than one may be waiting for pre- 
cisely that opportunity, with all the 
risks of a spreading conflagration. To 
suppose that political States would be 
willing to incur these formidable perils 
on behalf of some victim or cause not 
directly involving their own interest 
is to conceive them as having adopted 
the code of chivalry in their mutual 
relations. This, as recent events clear- 
ly prove, is an over-estimate of the 
self-renouncing disposition character- 
istic of sovereign political States. 

Yet is it not precisely on such an 
over-estimate that Article XVI of the 
Covenant was founded? Individuals 
can act in this manner, and often do 
80; corporate states, never. 

How does our country stand in this 
matter? How many of the fifty odd 
nations adhering to the Covenant could 


A DEMILITARIZED LEAGUE | 


How War Method has 
Collapse of 


The lessons to be drawn from recent events so far as they concern the 
League of Nations are dealt with by L. P. Jacks in an article in the 
current issue of ‘‘ The Hibbert Journal ”’, 


Caused the 
“ Geneva” 


be relied on to fulfil their covenanted | 
obligation to combine forces for our 
defence, and to incur the risk to them- 
selves involved in so doing? If Abys- 
sinia, ill able to defend herself, has 
been deserted in the day of her peril 
by so many who were pledged to defend 
her, is it likely that they would all! 
rally as one man to the defence of the 
mighty British Empire? We know 
very well that nothing of the kind 
would happen. Our statesmen know 
it. Why else must our contribution to 
collective security be on such a scale 
of armament as to render us independ- 
ent of collective security in the event 
of the others deserting us—as we have 
all deserted Abyssinia? 

Treversing the picture, let us now 
imagine the British Empire called 
upon, under the terms of a Covenant, 
to resist aggression on one of our 
European fellow-covenanters. Is there 
any reason to suppose that our policy 


‘A PaciFist’s “IF” 
it, 


IF the best way to keep 
peace is to prepare for war, why 
do nations regard the arming of 
other nations as a menace to 
peace? . 


would not repeat what we did (or 
refrained from doing) in the test case 
of Abyssinia—unless, indeed, it were 
evident that the attack we were called 
on to resist was an indirect attack on 
ourselves ? 

What more is needed to explain the 
collapse of the League ‘‘in the day 
of performance ”’? 

How come it to pass, we may well 
ask, that this inevitable result was un- 
foreseen? The explanation is simple. 
It lies in a pair of connected illusions | 


which still hold their ground in face of | 


events which have proved them false. 
The first is the odd.assumption that 
no more than one aggressor would have 
to be dealt with at a time. The 
other is the belief, already referred to, 
that the combination of armed force 
represented by the covenanting States 
would be so overwhelming that no 
single aggressor would dare to chal- 
lenge it. | 
And, naturally, having started with 
the assumption that collective force, by 
reason of its overwhelming preponder- 
ance, will remain perpetually at the 
stage of a threat, no consideration was 
given to what might happen to it in 
the extreme case of having to face the 
aggressor on the battlefield—the possi- 
bility, namely, that it might not prove 
so overwhelming after all, that its 
composite character would render it 
exceptionally vulnerable both to hostile 
strategy and to political intrigue, and 
that a powerful aggressor, with a 
couple of million men behind him and 
a military genius to lead them, might 
conceivably make short work of it. 
[The remainder of Professor Jacks’s 
article, in which he draws a few deduc- 
tions, will be summarized in PEACE 
NEWS next week.] 
—— 
We want to inculcate strong char- 
acter in our boys and girls in the next 
generation so that they will not be 
moved by herd instinct or mob char- 
acter, but have minds of their own to 
stand steadily through difficulties and 
dangers; not to listen to agitators, but 
to stick out the dangers and become 
strong, loyal citizens, healthy in mind 
and body. — Lord Baden-Powell at 


from which we quote extracts | 


North-East Lancashire Scouts’ rally. 
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EFFECTIVE ALTERNATIVE 
TO SANCTIONS 


Suggestion to Nip War 
in the Bud 


The League of Nations has falled. 
The admission is humiliating, but too 
true. Economic sanctions have 
failed ... but that is not the worst: 
of it. 


The outstanding feature, deaden- 
Ing in fts effect, is that no one is 
proposing anything effective. 


Thus reads an appeal addressed to 
members of Parliament by the Inter- 
national Reform Federation, an unde- 
nominational, non-partisan organiz- 
ation, founded in 1895, which has its 
headquarters in Washington. 

The appeal asks Parliament to re- 
quests the President of the United 
States to call a conference to be at- 
tended by representatives of the 63 
nations which signed the Pact of Paris 
(Kellogg Pact). Until this Pact was 
signed, war was legal—since then it 
has been illegal. 

The suggested conference would 
‘‘ utilize modern scientific methods for 
nipping in the bud plots and conspir- 
acies before they develop into a mon- 
ster war machine, and institute an 
international police force which itself, 
because having no authority to use 
military force, will be unable to en- 
danger the peace of the world ’’. 


“SHOW OF COLOUR 
AND DIGNITY ” 


Civilians Rival Soldiers! 


“A humble suggestion to those 
whose task it will be to marshal the 
coronation procession ’’ is made by Mr. 
A. P. Herbert, M.P. in an article in 
the summer issue of ‘ Oxford ’’, the 
journal of the. Oxford Society. 

‘(Tt was a refreshing and cheerful 
thing to see what a brave show of 
colour and dignity the mere civilians 
can make, if they are given the op- 
portunity ’’, he wrote, referring to the 
reception by the King of “ privileged 
bodies ’’? at Buckingham Palace. 

Declaring that ‘‘ the ‘ privileged 
bodies ’ that day could have made many 
a military company look drab ’’, he goes 
on to ask whether such an occasion 
need be so rare. 

“ Why, then,’’ contihues Mr. Her- 
bert, ‘‘ should the armed fortes mono- 
polize the State processions? In time 
of peace this does evident injustice to 
the mind and soul of a_ peaceful 
nation.”’ 

And, we would add, it perpetuates 
the idea that only things military are 
colourful. 


PACIFIST 
PAMPHLETS 


%, 


—_*,— 
State Housekeeping. 
Is There no Better Way? 
Fear, The Dictator. 
The Laws of Peace. 
‘wo Cigarettes for Peace. 


Sanctions Junction, Change Here 
for Peace. 


Pacifist’s ABC. 


The above can be obtained from 
the author, A. Ruth Fry, 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. 


Price 1d. each. 


Larger quantities at reduced 
prices, 
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MEETINGS 


September, 


1. 8 p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road, N.W.1; Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones on ‘‘ Christianity and the 
New India ’’; public meeting under 
the auspices of the Friends Ser- 
vice Council and Friends 
Service Committee. 


Brussels; World Peace Congress; 
organized by Rassemblement Uni- 
versel pour le Paix; English com- 
mittee, International Peace Cam- 
paign, c/o, Dame Adelaide Living- 
stone, 27 Chester Terrace, London 


S.W.1. 


3 p.m. Rookery Park, Erdington, 
Birmingham; open-air demonstra- 
tion.” 


7. 8.15 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
594 High Road, Tottenham; public 
meeting arranged by Tottenham 
team, Peace Pledge Union, to be 
addressed by Captain Philip Mum- 
ford. 


7-12. Templars Hall, Irvine, Ayrshire; 
Manchester Anti-War Exhibition; 
under auspices of Irvine Peace 
Council. 


8 p.m. St. Andrew’s School, High 
Road, Willesden; meeting to be 
addressed by Canon S. D. Morris; 
under auspices of Willesden Team, 


Peace Pledge Union. 


9. 


11. 8 p.m, sharp. Friends’ Meeting 
House, 120 Heath Street, Hamp- 
stead; meeting of Hampstead 
Peace Pledge team to discuss or- 


ganization. 


HELP War-RESISTERS 


Dear Sir,—May 1 follow up the in- 
formation about the War Resisters’ 
International which you have been 
publishing in recent issues of PEACE 
NEWS, by telling your readers that 
there is a great deal of work to be 
done in many countries which badly 
needs more money to carry out. 

In particular, careful investigations 
have often to be undertaken by trusty 
emissaries, for otherwise accurate facts 
cannot be known; yet such knowledge 
is essential, for instance, for obtaining 
the release of prisoners, At the pre- 
sent time we are arranging for a re- 
presentative to spend some weeks in 
Russia for this very purpose, and an- 
other is undertaking a similar journey 
in Poland. This kind of work involves 
very heavy expense. 

I would therefore earnestly appeal 
for help in a cause which I believe to 
be very near the hearts of your read- 
ers. (Donations should be sent to 11 


Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex.) 


A. RUTH FRY. 
Thorpeness, 
Suffolk. 


FORTHCOMING 


Home , 


PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


SPAIN’S POSER FOR 
| PACIFISTS 


What should we do? 


Dear Sir,—The recent - events in 
| Spain must surely have presented a 
tremendous problem to the pacifist 
youth of this country, particularly to 
| those of us who have signed the Peace 
Pledge. 
What should have been our atti- 
tude had we found ourselves in the 
Same position as the Spanish youth 
of today? 
Quite frankly, my own inclination 
would be to take my place beside 
the brave fighters who are so gal- 
lantly defending the Republic. 
After a long and bitter struggle 
against the twin demons of reaction 
and repression, the last few years seem 
to have brought very near a really 
good prospect of advancement along 
civilized lines toward a representative 
republican democracy. Tremendous 
efforts and sacrifices have been made 
in the past, and success, even viewed 
from afar, must have been the life 
dream of many a Spanish intellectual 
and worker alike. 

Now, on the threshold of real 
achievement comes the fascist attack. 


A government that has been democrat- | 
ically and constitutionally elected, is | 


without the slightest provocation, 
attacked by the nefarious hordes of 
fascism, whose avowed purpose is the 
overthrow of the constitution and the 
total destruction of all the progress 
‘that has been so hard won. Brutal 
'and bloody is the attack. 
Refinement! Mercy! Civilization! These 
words have ever been meaningless to 


the animal minds dominating the but- | 


chery and slaughter of fascism. 

What would have been the result 
had such an attack been met by com- 
plete pacifism? The snake does not 
appreciate principle. Neither does 
the fascist. Gurely the only weapon 
pacifism could have used was the 
general strike? 

And, where they have been victor- 
ious the fascist generals have made it 
quite clear that workers taking part 
in any such action would be shot in 
cold blood. If we glance at the appal- 
ling record of these generals I think 
we must all agree that these are no 
idle threats. 4 

So it is inevitably forced upon me 
that my choice would be to fight with 


Culture! | : 
| conveying these 


t 


| hkewise ? 


my comrades in defence of humanity | 


against the animal kingdom. 

Such a decision, though, is very 
equivocal, and ! should like you to 
publish this letter and see what other 
readers think of the matter 


LESLIE R. NEAL. 


24 Lordship Park, 
Stoke Newington, N.16. 


PLEASE HaNp THIS To Your NEWSAGENT 


(Newsagent’s name) 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 


Note to Newsagent.—-PEACE NEWS is published weekly as a national 


newspaper at the retail price of 2d. 


at the usual rates from the Publishers, 
Palmers Green 5888). 


London, N.11 (Tel: 


I€ is obtainable by your wholesaler 


at 59, Waterfall Road, 


eS 


A CINEMA PROTEST 


Linking the King with 
Militarism 


‘ 

Dear Sir,—Having occasion recently 
to visit a cinema in this locality, I was 
dismayed to find that the playing of 
the national anthem was accompanied | 
by a display on the screen of marching | 
soldiers of various regiments. 

Apart from the fact that this struck 
me as rather vulgar, I felt a strong 
sense of disgust that the occasion 
should be used for a display of military 
pomp, which incidentally does not har- 
monize very happily with the remark- 
ably pacific sentiments used by his 
Majesty recently on the presentation 
of new colours to one of the Guards 
regiments. 

I cannot see, moreover, that the fea- 
ture serves any useful purpose. Surely 
it is not calculated to inspire a greater | 
sense of devotion to the King, nor, I 
imagine, is there any risk that the 


|; members of the audience will fail to 


pay the customary respectful attention 
during the playing of the national an- 
them, unless it is so accompanied. On 
the other hand, the item does give 
offence, I am sure, to many patrons 
who otherwise spend an_ enjoyable 
evening at the cinema, and I cannot 
help feeling that its omission and a 
reversion to the former presentation of 
the portrait of his Majesty only would 
be a gesture on the part of the pro- 
prietors of the cinema which would be 
appreciated by many and regretted by 
none, 

I have accordingly addressed a letter 
sentiments ¢to the 
manager of the cinema in question, 
which is controlled by a syndicate own- 
ing a chain of cinemas up and down 
the country. 

May I venture to hope that many of 


| your readers who have noticed the in- 


clusion of this feature in the pro- 
gramme at their local cinema, will do | 


JOHN W. MURPHY. | 
“ Westhill ’’, 45 Ridgeview Road, 
Whetstone, N.20. 


CULT OF “SATANISM” 


Tearmg Away Heart of | 
the World 


Dear Sir,—‘‘ Satanism is that sort | 
of social revolution which seeks not to! 
reconstruct but to destroy.’’ So states | 
the Oxford Dictionary. 

Surely grave signs of satanism are 
developing in the world today, and 
seeking to tread down the civilization 
which has taken long centuries to 
build up. It is impossible to deny that 
a deadly new peril to us all is being 
staged in that unhappy land of Spain. 
Inoffensive priests and nuns are being 
fiendishly butchered to death, ancient 
churches desecrated and destroyed and 
diabolical infamies perpetrated; some 
of which would have shocked the most 
degraded savages in darkest Africa. 

What has gone wrong with the 
world? Is it that we are gradually 
becoming unchristianized and decivil- 
ized; and so losing all respect for the 
sacredness of human life and those 
moral values which once were relig- 
iously held? Maybe, the innovation 
of bombing planes and poison gases 
has something toe do with our lost 
humanitarianism. 

Are we not tearing away the heart 
of the world, and helping to destroy 
its very soul? Surely there is enough 
suffering in this demented world with- 
out attempting to increase its agonies 
and tears. 

(continued at foot of col. 4) 
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CAMPS 


PACIFIST YOUTH CAMP. A section 
of active pacifist youth interested in 
maintaining a youth group in this 
country proposes holding a camp ip 
September to discuss winter study and 
programme for pacifist camp near Paris 
next summer. Particulars ready about 
September 1. Inquire from; DOF, 63 


Alverstone Avenue, East Barnet, 
Herts. 

MEETINGS 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILI- 


ATION (London Union). A Fellowship 
Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, led by Rev. Alan Balding, 
is being held the third Monday in each 
month from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m., at 165 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 


HAMPSTEAD DICK SHEPPARD 
FELLOWSHIP. Resumption of Group 
meetings. ‘Team organization to be 
discussed, September 11, 8 p.m. Sharp; 


Friends’ Meeting House, 120 Heath 
Street, Hampstead. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. — Vegetariat 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. G600ft- 
For happy holiday or restful recuper- 
ation. Increased accommodation. Cet’ 
tral heating throughout; h. and ¢- 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, Thé 


Briars, Crich, near Matlock.  Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergaté 
(L.M.S.) 


Scotland 
IRVINE’S CAMPAIGN 


To be opened by a prominent towns’ 
in Templars Hall, Irvine, 08 
September 7, the showing of the Man’ 
chester Anti-War Exhibition by Irvin? 
Peace Council will be the prelude t? 


}an intensive campaign. 


This will include a reporting-back 
meeting on the Brussels congress by 
the leader of the Scottish delegatio®: 
Mr. Fred Douglas, who is secretary © 
Edinburgh Peace Council. Though les? 
than three months old, the Irvin? 
council is thus already getting down 
work seriously. 

The exhibition will be in Scotland al! 
next month, as it goes from Irvine 1 
Saltcoats, and from there to Kilmaf’ 
nock 


(continued from col. 3) 

The colossal imbecility of satanis™ 
has been strikingly demonstrated 1! 
our generation; for did we not have ? 
foretaste of it in the Great War? 

If the nations of the earth do n° 
quickly arise and cast away the sata?’ 
ism which is striving to establish 1% 
self among them, then they will al 
sink down into the red hell which the) 
are so assiduously creating. The lat? 
G. K. Chesterton has said: “ Man ¥ 
the only wild animal. No one kno® 
what he will do next. With the pow® 


of modern science in his hand, he ru! 
amuck.”’ 


Christianity is the only remedy fo 
Satanism; but we must first of ? 
make religion a real thing. 


HENRY HAMMOND: 
“‘ Hill Crest’, Ashcroft Avenue, 
Hornsey, N.8. 
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Printed for the ‘‘Peace News’’ GrouPy 
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